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Watermelon Party 
 
On August 13, Sisters were treated to slices of 
juicy watermelon outside on our wing patio.  Sister  
Mary Blanche Mara provided the treat with gift 
money she received for her 100th Birthday in May. 
   

Although there were no seed spitting contests —
we were served seedless watermelon—we did 
have a trivia contest and music from the “Big Band 
Era” played in the background.  Thanks again to 
Sister Mary Blanche Mara for the delicious water-
melon treat.   

 

Test your knowledge of water-
melon by taking the Trivia 
Test! (answers at the end) 
 
1. What percentage of water is 

in watermelon? 
2. The largest watermelon on 

record was grown by Bill Carson in Tennes-
see.  How much did it weigh? 

3. What country is the largest producer of wa-
termelon? 

4. Richard LeFevre holds the world record for 
eating the most watermelon in 15 minutes.  
How much did he eat? 

 
Fun Facts 
• Watermelon’s health benefits are that it is 

low calorie, high fiber, rich in Vitamin A and 
has no fat or cholesterol. 

• It is popular in China and Japan to give wa-
termelon as a gift to a host.  

• Early explorers used watermelon as can-
teens 

• The first recorded watermelon harvest oc-
curred in Egypt 5000 years ago.  

 
 

Off Broadway 
 

On August 8, Sally 
Daley (right), an asso-
ciate, and her friend 
Kathy form a two 
women group called 
Off Broadway.  Sally is 
the pianist and Kathy 
is the soloist. The pro-
gram they perform 
consists of sing-along 
songs, Off-Broadway 
creations, and piano 
solos. Both of these 
women belong to the 
Chicago Chapel Sing-
ers, who annually per-
form for the Sisters. 

Sisters Georganne Kullowitsch, Phyllis Vater 
and LeClare Heynen enjoy the watermelon 

Sister Mary Blanche Mara, Sister Alida Dittich 
and Sister Rose Mack.  Mm Mm Good! 

Answers 
1. 92%    2. 262  lbs    3. China   4.  11-1/2 lbs 
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†  In Memoriam † 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
 

Sister Elka Becker 
February 27, 1904 –  

July 11, 2009 
Commentary 

 
 
Johanna Becker, daughter of Mary and Joseph 
Becker, was born in Howells, NE on Feb. 2nd. 
1904.  She was baptized and confirmed in her 
home parish of Saints Peter and Paul.  She at-
tended the grade School in Howells which was 
staffed by School Sisters of St. Francis. 
 
Johanna entered the School Sister Community in 
1918 and was received into our Community in 
1919.  She has a bachelor’s degree from De Paul 
University in Chicago and has spent most of her 
years in the ministry of education.  She said her 
teaching style was strict but compassionate. 
 
In the Archdiocese of Chicago Sister taught at St. 
Benedict Grade School, St. Matthias, St. Philo-
mena, and Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Glen-
view. In the Diocese of Springfield she taught at 
St. James in Decatur, Illinois.  In the Archdiocese 
of Milwaukee Sister taught at St. Killian School in 
Hartford, St. Lawrence in Milwaukee, and Immacu-
late Conception in Saukville. 
 
Sister spent the most years of her teaching career 
in the Archdiocese of Omaha where she taught for 
20 years at Our Lady of Lourdes and 7 years at 
Mary Our Queen.  
 
Some of Sister’s former students have kept in 
touch with her.  Not too long ago she received a 
thank you card from the son of a former stu-
dent.  He had just graduated from Creighton Uni-
versity’s Medical School.  When his mother was 
concerned that, at age forty she would have a 
healthy baby, Sister Elka supported her with 
prayer. 

 
Another thank you came from a former stu-
dent who wrote:  “Thank you for your love, 
your kindness, your sense of fun, for being a 
great teacher and the best caramel apple 
maker in the world.” 
 
After her long teaching career, she served as 
resident assistant at New Cassel Retirement 
Center in Omaha from 1973 -1980 and as sac-
ristan there from 1980 – 1988.  She also 
served as sacristan at Marian Hall in Milwau-
kee from 1988 – 1998. 
 
Sister Elka came to Campbellsport on Sept. 17, 
2002.  She continued to be a gracious and 
alert lady who spent much time in prayer, in 
her room and at Mass.  At her recent 105th 
birthday party, she responded to each song 
sung for her with an appropriate comment. 
She loved having visitors and, when able, par-
ticipated fully in planned activities.  Frequently 
she helped with the folding of laundry that 
was brought up to third floor. 
 
Sister was delighted and grateful to be able to 
celebrate 90 years as a School Sister of St. 
Francis in May of this year.  She is the first 
School Sister to celebrate this milestone. 
 
When Sister was interviewed by a Catholic 
Herald reporter in 2005 she said:  “People are 
always asking us to pray for them.  In fact, I 
think I pray more now than I ever did – it 
keeps me awake at night sometimes.”  Many 
times when Sisters passed her door, they 
would find her deep in prayer.    
       
Sister Elka, we still ask you to pray for us as 
you experience the joy of God’s presence. 

 
S. Charlotte Schuele 
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St. Joseph Convent Chapel Windows and their meanings 
 

Our last segment features Chapel Windows 16 and 17 located on the west wall of the 
chapel.      
 

The windows were designed and installed in 1985. 

Window 16—Instruct the Ignorant 
 
• Universal Book of Knowledge (Bible) 
• Alpha/Omega—Beginning/End 
• Lamp of Learning—Hand in instructional 

position 
• Enlightenment—smoke rising 
 

Window 17—Admonish the Sinner 
 
• Tablets of Commandments broken 
• Thistle represents sinner 
• Hoe with long handle comes down with 

grace to nurture new life 




